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receiving means connectable to the network for re- 
ceiving the observation data and which receiving 
means are arranged on a second location, wherein 
he first location and second location are geograph- 
ically distanced, and 

control means connectable to the network for con- 
trolling the observation means. 
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Description 

[0001 ] The invention relates to a system for observing 
an object via a network, such as the internet, which sys- 
tem comprises; 

observation means connectable to the network for 
providing observation data and which observation 
means are arranged on a first location; 
receiving means connectable to the network for re- 
ceiving the observation data and which receiving 
means are arranged on a second location, wherein 
the first location and second location are geograph- 
ically distanced. 

[0002] It is known to connect a camera to a computer 
system, which computer system can be connected to 
the internet. This enables an user to provide images to 
another internet user, which enables this user to ob- 
serve an object or to communicate with the first user. 
[0003] When one wants to guard an object, such as 
a second house, one could arrange such "webcams" in- 
to said house and provide a computer system, which is 
connected to the internet. However, to properly guard 
such an object as a house, it is necessary to be able to 
move the camera to get a proper overview. Furthermore, 
it would be preferable to be able to zoom the camera 
onto certain details of the object. 
[0004] It is an object of the invention to provide an im- 
proved system according to the preamble. 
[0005] This object is achieved by a system, which is 
characterized by control means connectable to the net- 
work for controlling the observation means. 
[0006] With the control means it becomes possible to 
control the observation means from a distance. When 
the observation means comprise for example a camera, 
the control means could control the camera, such that 
it can be moved around and that the camera zooms in 
and out. 

[0007] The observation means could also comprise a 
microphone and/or motion detector. The microphone is 
used to listen from the second location what is happen- 
ing in or around the object to be observed and a motion 
detector can give a signal to the receiving means to alert 
the observer. A glass breakage sensor arranged onto a 
window could also be provided. 
[0008] According to a preferred embodiment of the in- 
vention the control means comprise means for moving 
the observation means. 

[0009] In another preferred embodiment the receiving 
means comprise display means for displaying the ob- 
servation data. When a camera is used, the observation 
data consists of image data providing moving images. 
Otherwise, if only for example motion detectors are 
used, the display means could display the status of the 
motion detectors during a certain period of time. 
[0010] Another embodiment of the invention compris- 
es actuating means, which are controllable via the net- 



work by the control means, for actuating objects on first 
location from the second location. These actuating 
means could for example turn on or off the lights in a 
house, a swimming pool or the heating. With the obser- 
5 vation means, it could be observed if the actuating 
means have actually done their work. 
[0011] The invention also relates to a method for ob- 
serving an object on a first location from a second loca- 
tion via a network, which method comprises the steps of: 

10 

connecting receiving means on a second location 
to the network; 

receiving observation data from observation means 
connected to the network at the first location; 
15 - displaying the received observation data; and 

controlling the observation means in order to ob- 
serve the object. 

[0012] According to a preferred embodiment the 
20 method according to the invention comprises the step 
of controlling actuating means on the first location, in 
order to actuate an object, which is observable by the 
observating means. 

[0013] These and other features are described in 
25 more detail in conjunction with the accompanying draw- 
ing. 

[0014] In the drawing a house 1 is shown, in which a 
camera 2 is arranged. This camera 2 is arranged onto 
a rotation device 3 in order to rotate the camera 2. The 

30 camera 2 and the rotation device 3 are connected to a 
communication device 4, which could be called a prop- 
erty black box. Furthermore, the lights 5 of the house 1 
are connected to this communication device and a pump 
6 of the pool 7 is also connected thereto. 

35 [0015] The communication device 4 or property black 
box is connected to the internet 8 to be able to change 
data. 

[0016] At a second location a computer system 9 is 
arranged, which computer system 9 has a display 10 

40 and a keyboard 1 1 . On the computer system a software 
program is running which enables the computer system 
9 to receive data from the communication device 4 and 
to send data to the communication device 4. 
[001 7] At the display of the computer system 9 a win- 

45 dow 12 is displayed in which the moving images from 
the camera 2 are displayed. Next to the window 1 2 four 
keys 13 are arranged to control the rotation device 3 via 
the internet 8 and the communication device 4. This en- 
ables a person on the second location to observe an 

50 object 1 4 on the first location. 

[0018] Furthermore some buttons 15 are displayed, 
with which devices can be turned on and off, such as 
the lights 5, a refrigerator, and the pump 6 of the pool 7. 
[0019] With for example a system as shown in the 

55 drawing it is possible to observe a house from a geo- 
graphically distanced location. This enables an owner 
at for example the other end of the world to check upon 
its own house. It is also possible that a security organi- 
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zation takes the burden of observing the house for ex- 
ample every h our of the day. Only when the owner wants 
to cneck its house or wants to actuate some devices, he 
can log on to the internet and make contact with the 
communication device 4 of the house. 
[0020] When for example a motion detector is ar- 
ranged in a house, the motion detector can alert the 
owner or the security system if motion is detected in the 
house. Then the security can check via the internet the 
house and if necessary alert the proper authority. 



• displaying the received observation data; and 
- controlling the observation means in order to 
observe the object. 

Method according to claim 6, comprising the step 
of controlling actuating means on the first location, 
in order to actuate an object, which is observable 
by the observating means. 
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Claims 

1 . System for observing an object via a network, such 
as the internet, which system comprises: 

observation means connectable to the network 
for providing observation data and which obser- 
vation means are arranged on a first location; 20 
- receiving means connectable to the network for 
receiving the observation data and which re- 
ceiving means are arranged on a second loca- 
tion, wherein the first location and second loca- 
tion are geographically distanced; 25 

characterized by 

control means connectable to the network for 
controlling the observation means. 30 

2. System according to claim 1 , wherein the observa- 
tion means comprise a camera, a microphone and/ 
or a motion detector. 

35 

3. System according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the con- 
trol means comprise means for moving the obser- 
vation means. 

4. System according to any of the preceding claims, 40 
wherein the receiving means comprise display 
means for displaying the observation data. 

5. System according to any of the preceding claims, 
further comprising actuating means, which are con- 45 
trollable via the network by the control means, for 
actuating objects on the first location from the sec- 
ond location. 

6. Method for observing an object on a first location so 
from a second location via a network, which method 
comprises the steps of: 

connecting receiving means on a second loca- 
tion to the network; 55 
receiving observation data from observation 
means connected to the network at the first lo- 
cation; 
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